Guards Last Saw Rap Brown 
At N.Y. Apartment March 6 


■ r By David W. Hardy 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

HEW YORK, March 
Rap Brown, who has not ap- 
peared in public for at least a 
week, was last seen at his Har- 
lem cooperative apartment on 
Friday, March 6, private 
guards at the 28-story building 
said today. 

Law enforcement officials 
said; yesterday that, according 
to their information, Brown is 
now. living in his apartment. 
The. officials said that infor- 
mation they had received indi- 
cated that Brown had spent 
the : ' night of Sunday, March 8, 
at a. motel in the Bel Air, Md., 
area and had returned to his 
New York home sometime aft- 
erward. 

Preliminary arguments in 
Brown’s trial, stemming from 
a racial disturbance in Gam- 
bridge, Md., in July, 1967, 
began in Bel Air Monday. 

Security guards at the Es- 
planade Gardens, a . middle- 
class cooperative overlooking 
the Harlem River, said they 
last saw Brown on the after- 
noon of March 6 when he and 
two other men loaded luggage 
into , a black automobile bear- 
ing Mississippi tags. 

Brown and his wife drove 
off in a green Mustang, the 


guards said, with the other car 
following. One of the men was 
a frequent visitor to Brown’s 
apartment, the guards said, 
but they could not say who he 
was. 

Brown’s wife, the former 
Lynne Doswell, returned . ; to 
the building some time after- 
ward and was last seen Thurs- 
day, when she left with anoth- 
er woman. The two women 
carried no luggage, the guards 
said. 

The guards doubted that 
Brown could have ; reentered 
the building without being 
seen. The building’s normal 
24-hour security force has 
been reinforced since the 
Maryland bombings by the ad- 
dition of three non-uniformed 
private guards. The three ad- 
ditional guards were requested 
by a committee of residents 
after newsmen swarmed 
through the building earlier in 
the week. 

The building’s main door, 
they pointed out, is watched 
24 hours a day by a uniform- 
ed private guard. The onl y 
other door — a service entrance 
— is clearly visible to the 
guard at the main door. 

In addition, Brown’s build- 
ing, one of six in the Esplan- 


ade Gardens comlex, faces a 
common courtyard. A 24-hour 
guard is maintained in a booth 
there. 

A New York City police car; 
with three uniformed officers 
has been outside the building 
all day today. ■' ' 

The Browns were described 
by maintenance workers^ por- 
ters and security men as a 
quiet couple. Brown, they said, 
is liked for his readiness to 
tip for service and his polite- 
ness ;to employees. 

Building workers said Brown 
moved into the building at 
2541 Seyenth Ave. about two 
years ago. . 

A resident of . the building 
said purchase of an apartment 
requires a $2,000 down pay-i 
ment. The monthly .charges 
are about '$200. Persons whose 
yearly income is less than 
$9,000 are not accepted: 

The six-building apartment 
house complex is in a quiet 
Harlem residential area far 
from the strident militancy of 
West 125th ■ Street, where” 
street-corner rallies are ; fre- 
quent. 

The Esplanade Gardens’ 
neighborhood is generally de- 
teriorating- The apartments, 
however, stand out as a middle- 
class. exception. Late-model 
cars fill the parking lot, the 
residents are well dressed and 
the buildings themselves, un- 
like others nearby, are welll 
maintained. 



